PETERSBURG
for peace; and yet, with his reservations and hints, has become suspect to both sides and at last to himself.
Petersburg: the English Ambassador here is in the same dilemma. Since that first luncheon a trots the Franco-Russian duet has not ceased to din its refrain into her ears. Next day they sit, again a trots, this time in Sazonov's room.
Sazonov: "Tou will not win Germany for the cause of peace unless you -proclaim your solidarity with us and France openly. This is a crisis in which the liberty of Europe itself is at stake"
Buchanan, still reluctantly repeating his instructions against his own wishes: "Tou are mistaken if you believe that England would be advancing the cause of peace by informing the German Government that in lending Austria support she would have us, as well as France and Russia, against her"
Paleologue get up, points with a true French gesture at the picture of Gortchakoff hanging on the wall, and cries: "/« July i8jo, on this very spot, my dear Sir George, Prince Gortchakoff said to your father', who was warning him of the danger of German ambition: ''There's nothing to worry Russia in the increase of German power!' Don't let England make the same mistake to-day which cost Russia so dear then I"
Buchanan answers quietly, with a weary smile:
''Tou know you're preaching to the converted.''
The two allies fall silent, and rack their brains how the conversations in London can be strengthened at this point.
A second group in Petersburg: The German and Austrian Ambassadors, mutually mistrustful, receive very different treatment from Sazonov, adapted to their respective characters; the official manners of the German, Count Pourtales, get on Sazonov's nerves and lead him to adopt a sharper tone than is desirable between mediators. Count Szapary's Hungarian courtesy seduces him into pleasanter speech than is usual among enemies. Inci-
127e flcat Germany w&s" continually endeavouring to bring Fiem of viei&s with Petersburg"
